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You, O Lord, shall keep us and preserve us. 
Verse: Save me, O Lord, for the godly man has failed. 

The reading is from St. Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians 6:12-20. 
Brethren, "all things are lawful for me," but not all things are helpful. "All things are lawful for me," but I will not be enslaved by anything. "Food is 
meant for the stomach and the stomach for food" -- and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for immorality, but for the 
Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his power. Do you not know that your bodies are members 
of Christ? Shall I therefore take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that he who joins himself 
to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is written, "The two shall become one flesh." But he who is united to the Lord becomes one 
spirit with him. Shun immorality. Every other sin which a man commits is outside the body; but the immoral man sins against his own body. Do you 
not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God? You are not your own; you were bought with a price. 
So glorify God in your body and in your spirit which belong to God. 
 

Σὺ Κύριε, φυλάξαις ἡμᾶς καὶ διατηρήσαις ἡμᾶς. 
Στίχ. Σῶσον με, Κύριε, ὅτι ἐκλέλοιπεν ὅσιος. 

τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα Πρὸς Κορινθίους α' 6:12-20. 
Ἀδελφοί, πάντα μοι ἔξεστιν, ἀλλʼ οὐ πάντα συμφέρει· πάντα μοι ἔξεστιν, ἀλλʼ οὐκ ἐγὼ ἐξουσιασθήσομαι ὑπό τινος. Τὰ βρώματα τῇ κοιλίᾳ, καὶ 
ἡ κοιλία τοῖς βρώμασιν· ὁ δὲ θεὸς καὶ ταύτην καὶ ταῦτα καταργήσει. Τὸ δὲ σῶμα οὐ τῇ πορνείᾳ, ἀλλὰ τῷ κυρίῳ, καὶ ὁ κύριος τῷ σώματι· ὁ 
δὲ θεὸς καὶ τὸν κύριον ἤγειρεν καὶ ἡμᾶς ἐξεγερεῖ διὰ τῆς δυνάμεως αὐτοῦ. Οὐκ οἴδατε ὅτι τὰ σώματα ὑμῶν μέλη Χριστοῦ ἐστιν; Ἄρας οὖν τὰ 
μέλη τοῦ Χριστοῦ ποιήσω πόρνης μέλη; Μὴ γένοιτο. Οὐκ οἴδατε ὅτι ὁ κολλώμενος τῇ πόρνῃ ἓν σῶμά ἐστιν; Ἔσονται γάρ, φησίν, οἱ δύο εἰς 
σάρκα μίαν. Ὁ δὲ κολλώμενος τῷ κυρίῳ ἓν πνεῦμά ἐστιν. Φεύγετε τὴν πορνείαν. Πᾶν ἁμάρτημα ὃ ἐὰν ποιήσῃ ἄνθρωπος ἐκτὸς τοῦ σώματός 
ἐστιν· ὁ δὲ πορνεύων εἰς τὸ ἴδιον σῶμα ἁμαρτάνει. Ἢ οὐκ οἴδατε ὅτι τὸ σῶμα ὑμῶν ναὸς τοῦ ἐν ὑμῖν ἁγίου πνεύματός ἐστιν, οὗ ἔχετε ἀπὸ 
θεοῦ; Καὶ οὐκ ἐστὲ ἑαυτῶν, ἠγοράσθητε γὰρ τιμῆς· δοξάσατε δὴ τὸν θεὸν ἐν τῷ σώματι ὑμῶν, καὶ ἐν τῷ πνεύματι ὑμῶν, ἅτινά ἐστιν τοῦ 
θεοῦ. 
 
Gospel: Luke 15:11-32 
The Lord said this parable: "There was a man who had two sons; and the younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the 
property that falls to me.' And he divided his living between them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took his journey 
into a far country, and there he squandered his property in loose living. And when he had spent everything, a great famine arose in that country, 
and he began to be in want. So he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he 
would gladly have filled his belly with the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, 'How 
many of my father's hired servants have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to 
him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of your hired servants.' 
And he arose and came to his father. But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and embraced him and 
kissed him. And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' But the 
father said to his servants, 'Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted 
calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.' And they began to make 
merry. Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. And he called one of the 
servants and asked what this meant. And he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has 
received him safe and sound.' But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he answered his father, 'Lo, 
these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a kid, that I might make merry with my 
friends. But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf!' And he said to him, 'Son, 
you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was 
lost, and is found.'" 
 
Κατὰ Λουκᾶν 15:11-32 
Εἶπεν ὁ Κύριος τήν παραβολὴν ταύτην· Ἄνθρωπός τις εἶχε δύο υἱούς. καὶ εἶπεν ὁ νεώτερος αὐτῶν τῷ πατρί· πάτερ, δός μοι τὸ ἐπιβάλλον 
μέρος τῆς οὐσίας. καὶ διεῖλεν αὐτοῖς τὸν βίον. καὶ μετ᾿ οὐ πολλὰς ἡμέρας συναγαγὼν ἅπαντα ὁ νεώτερος υἱὸς ἀπεδήμησεν εἰς χώραν 
μακράν, καὶ ἐκεῖ διεσκόρπισε τὴν οὐσίαν αὐτοῦ ζῶν ἀσώτως. δαπανήσαντος δὲ αὐτοῦ πάντα ἐγένετο λιμὸς ἰσχυρὸς κατὰ τὴν χώραν 
ἐκείνην, καὶ αὐτὸς ἤρξατο ὑστερεῖσθαι. καὶ πορευθεὶς ἐκολλήθη ἑνὶ τῶν πολιτῶν τῆς χώρας ἐκείνης, καὶ ἔπεμψεν αὐτὸν εἰς τοὺς ἀγροὺς 
αὐτοῦ βόσκειν χοίρους. καὶ ἐπεθύμει γεμίσαι τὴν κοιλίαν αὐτοῦ ἀπὸ τῶν κερατίων ὧν ἤσθιον οἱ χοῖροι, καὶ οὐδεὶς ἐδίδου αὐτῷ. εἰς ἑαυτὸν 
δὲ ἐλθὼν εἶπε· πόσοι μίσθιοι τοῦ πατρός μου περισσεύουσιν ἄρτων, ἐγὼ δὲ λιμῷ ἀπόλλυμαι! ἀναστὰς πορεύσομαι πρὸς τὸν πατέρα μου 
καὶ ἐρῶ αὐτῷ· πάτερ, ἥμαρτον εἰς τὸν οὐρανὸν καὶ ἐνώπιόν σου. οὐκέτι εἰμὶ ἄξιος κληθῆναι υἱός σου· ποίησόν με ὡς ἕνα τῶν μισθίων 
σου. καὶ ἀναστὰς ἦλθε πρὸς τὸν πατέρα αὐτοῦ. ἔτι δὲ αὐτοῦ μακρὰν ἀπέχοντος εἶδεν αὐτὸν ὁ πατὴρ αὐτοῦ καὶ ἐσπλαγχνίσθη, καὶ δραμὼν 
ἐπέπεσεν ἐπὶ τὸν τράχηλον αὐτοῦ καὶ κατεφίλησεν αὐτόν. εἶπε δὲ αὐτῷ ὁ υἱός· πάτερ, ἥμαρτον εἰς τὸν οὐρανὸν καὶ ἐνώπιόν σου, καὶ 
οὐκέτι εἰμὶ ἄξιος κληθῆναι υἱός σου. εἶπε δὲ ὁ πατὴρ πρὸς τοὺς δούλους αὐτοῦ· ἐξενέγκατε τὴν στολὴν τὴν πρώτην καὶ ἐνδύσατε αὐτόν, καὶ 
δότε δακτύλιον εἰς τὴν χεῖρα αὐτοῦ καὶ ὑποδήματα εἰς τοὺς πόδας, καὶ ἐνέγκαντες τὸν μόσχον τὸν σιτευτὸν θύσατε, καὶ φαγόντες 
εὐφρανθῶμεν, ὅτι οὗτος ὁ υἱός μου νεκρὸς ἦν καὶ ἀνέζησε, καὶ ἀπολωλὼς ἦν καὶ εὑρέθη. καὶ ἤρξαντο εὐφραίνεσθαι. ῏Ην δὲ ὁ υἱὸς αὐτοῦ ὁ 
πρεσβύτερος ἐν ἀγρῷ· καὶ ὡς ἐρχόμενος ἤγγισε τῇ οἰκίᾳ, ἤκουσε συμφωνίας καὶ χορῶν, καὶ προσκαλεσάμενος ἕνα τῶν παίδων 
ἐπυνθάνετο τί εἴη ταῦτα. ὁ δὲ εἶπεν αὐτῷ ὅτι ὁ ἀδελφός σου ἥκει καὶ ἔθυσεν ὁ πατήρ σου τὸν μόσχον τὸν σιτευτόν, ὅτι ὑγιαίνοντα αὐτὸν 
ἀπέλαβεν. ὠργίσθη δὲ καὶ οὐκ ἤθελεν εἰσελθεῖν. ὁ οὖν πατὴρ αὐτοῦ ἐξελθὼν παρεκάλει αὐτόν. ὁ δὲ ἀποκριθεὶς εἶπε τῷ πατρί· ἰδοὺ 



τοσαῦτα ἔτη δουλεύω σοι καὶ οὐδέποτε ἐντολήν σου παρῆλθον, καὶ ἐμοὶ οὐδέποτε ἔδωκας ἔριφον ἵνα μετὰ τῶν φίλων μου εὐφρανθῶ· ὅτε δὲ 
ὁ υἱός σου οὗτος, ὁ καταφαγών σου τὸν βίον μετὰ πορνῶν, ἦλθεν, ἔθυσας αὐτῷ τὸν μόσχον τὸν σιτευτόν. ὁ δὲ εἶπεν αὐτῷ· τέκνον, σὺ 
πάντοτε μετ᾿ ἐμοῦ εἶ, καὶ πάντα τὰ ἐμὰ σά ἐστιν· εὐφρανθῆναι δὲ καὶ χαρῆναι ἔδει, ὅτι ὁ ἀδελφός σου οὗτος νεκρὸς ἦν καὶ ἀνέζησε, καὶ 
ἀπολωλὼς ἦν καὶ εὑρέθη. 
 
But if he had despaired of his life, and, ... had remained in the foreign land, he would not have obtained what he did obtain, but would have been 
consumed with hunger, and so have undergone the most pitiable death: ...                                                                             St. John Chrysostom 
 
... but since he repented, and did not despair, he was restored, even after such great corruption, to the same splendour as before, and was 
arrayed in the most beautiful robe, and enjoyed greater honours than his brother who had not fallen.                                    St. John Chrysostom 
 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION 
Let us worship the Word, O ye faithful, praising Him that with the Father and the Spirit is co-beginningless God, Who was born of a pure Virgin 
that we all be saved; for He was pleased to mount the Cross in the flesh that He assumed, accepting thus to endure death. And by His glorious 
rising, He also willed to resurrect the dead. 
 
Τὸν συνάναρχον Λόγον Πατρὶ καὶ Πνεύματι, τὸν ἐκ Παρθένου τεχθέντα εἰς σωτηρίαν ἡμῶν, ἀνυμνήσωμεν πιστοὶ καὶ προσκυνήσωμεν, ὅτι 
ηὐδόκησε σαρκί, ἀνελθεῖν ἐν τῷ σταυρῷ, καὶ θάνατον ὑπομεῖναι, καὶ ἐγεῖραι τοὺς τεθνεῶτας, ἐν τῇ ἐνδόξῳ Ἀναστάσει αὐτοῦ. 

 
APOLYTIKION OF THE TRANSFIGURATION 

Thou wast transfigured on the mountain, O Christ our God, showing to Thy disciples Thy glory as each one could endure. Shine forth Thou on us, 
who are sinners all, Thy light ever-unending, through the prayers of the Theotokos. Light-bestower, glory be to Thee. 
 
Μετεμορθώθης εν τώ όρει Χριστέ ο Θεός, δείξας τοίς Μαθηταίς σου τήν δόξαν σου, καθώς ήδυναντο, Λάμψον καί ημίν τοίς αμαρτωλοίς, τό φώς 
σου τό αϊδιον, πρεσβείαις τής Θεοτόκου, φωτοδότα δόξα σοι. 
 

APOLYTIKION OF HOLY TRINITY 
Blessed are You, O Christ our God, Who has shown forth the fishermen to be most wise by sending down upon them the Holy Spirit. And through 
them, You drew the world into Your net. O merciful One, glory to You! 
 

Ευλογητός ει Χριστέ, ο Θεός ήμων, ο πανσόφους τους αλιείς αναδείξας, καταπέμψας αυτοίς το Πνεύμα το άγιον, και δι΄αυτών την 
οικουμένην σαγηνεύσας, φιλάνθρωπε, δόξα σοι. 

SEASONAL KONTAKION  
O Father, foolishly I ran away from Your glory, and in sin, squandered the riches You gave me. Wherefore, I cry out to You with the voice of the 
Prodigal, "I have sinned before You Compassionate Father. Receive me in repentance and take me as one of Your hired servants." 
 
Τῆς πατρῴας, δόξης σου, ἀποσκιρτήσας ἀφρόνως, ἐν κακοῖς ἐσκόρπισα, ὅν μοι παρέδωκας πλοῦτον· ὅθεν σοι τὴν τοῦ Ἀσώτου, φωνὴν 
κραυγάζω· Ἥμαρτον ἐνώπιόν σου Πάτερ οἰκτίρμον, δέξαι με μετανοοῦντα, καὶ ποίησόν με, ὡς ἕνα τῶν μισθίων σου.. 

 
FEBRUARY 28 SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON 

Through the parable of today's Gospel, our Saviour has set forth three things for us: the condition of the sinner, the rule of repentance, and the 
greatness of God's compassion. The divine Fathers have put this reading the week after the parable of the Publican and Pharisee so that, seeing 
in the person of the Prodigal Son our own wretched condition -- inasmuch as we are sunken in sin, far from God and His Mysteries -- we might at 
last come to our senses and make haste to return to Him by repentance during these holy days of the Fast. 
 
Furthermore, those who have wrought many great iniquities, and have persisted in them for a long time, oftentimes fall into despair, thinking that 
there can no longer be any forgiveness for them; and so being without hope, they fall every day into the same and even worse iniquities. 
Therefore, the divine Fathers, that they might root out the passion of despair from the hearts of such people, and rouse them to the deeds of 
virtue, have set the present parable at the forecourts of the Fast, to show them the surpassing goodness of God's compassion, and to teach them 
that there is no sin -- no matter how great it may be -- that can overcome at any time His love for man. 
 

FEBRUARY 28 RIGHTEOUS JOHN CASSIAN THE CONFESSOR 
Note: If it is not a leap year the hymns of Saint John are transferred to the 28th. 
 
This Saint was born about the year 350, and was, according to some, from Rome, according to others, from Dacia Pontica (Dobrogea in present-
day Romania). He was a learned man who had first served in the military. Later, he forsook this life and became a monk in Bethlehem with his 
friend and fellow-ascetic, Germanus of Dacia Pontica, whose memory is also celebrated today. Hearing the fame of the great Fathers of Scete, 
they went to Egypt about the year 390; their meetings with the famous monks of Scete are recorded in Saint John's Conferences. In the year 403 
they went to Constantinople, where Cassian was ordained deacon by Saint John Chrysostom; after the exile of Saint Chrysostom, Saints Cassian 
and Germanus went to Rome with letters to Pope Innocent I in defence of the exiled Archbishop of Constantinople. There Saint Cassian was 



ordained priest, after which he went to Marseilles, where he established the famous monastery of Saint Victor. He reposed in peace about the 
year 433. 
 
The last of his writings was On the Incarnation of the Lord, Against Nestorius, written in 430 at the request of Leo, the Archdeacon of Pope 
Celestine. In this work he was the first to show the spiritual kinship between Pelagianism, which taught that Christ was a mere man who without 
the help of God had avoided sin, and that it was possible for man to overcome sin by his own efforts; and Nestorianism, which taught that Christ 
was a mere man used as an instrument by the Son of God, but was not God become man; and indeed, when Nestorius first became Patriarch of 
Constantinople in 428, he made much show of persecuting the heretics, with the exception only of the Pelagians, whom he received into 
communion and interceded for them to the Emperor and to Pope Celestine. 
 
The error opposed to Pelagianism but equally ruinous was Augustine's teaching that after the fall, man was so corrupt that he could do nothing for 
his own salvation, and that God simply predestined some men to salvation and others to damnation. Saint John Cassian refuted this blasphemy in 
the thirteenth of his Conferences, with Abbot Chairemon, which eloquently sets forth, at length and with many citations from the Holy Scriptures, 
the Orthodox teaching of the balance between the grace of God on one hand, and man's efforts on the other, necessary for our salvation. 
Saint Benedict of Nursia, in Chapter 73 of his Rule, ranks Saint Cassian's Institutes and Conferences first among the writings of the monastic 
fathers, and commands that they be read in his monasteries; indeed, the Rule of Saint Benedict is greatly indebted to the Institutes of Saint John 
Cassian. Saint John Climacus also praises him highly in section 105 of Step 4 of the Ladder of Divine Ascent, on Obedience. 

 
FEBRUARY 28 BASIL THE CONFESSOR 

Saints Procopius and Basil, fellow ascetics, lived about the middle of the eighth century, during the reign of Leo the Isaurian (717-741), from 
whom they suffered many things for the sake of the veneration of the holy icons. They ended their lives in the ascetical discipline. 
 

MARCH 1 THE HOLY RIGHTEOUS MARTYR EUDOCIA THE SAMARITAN 
EPISTLE: I JOHN 2:18-29; 3:1-8  GOSPEL:  MARK 11:1-11 

This Saint, who was from Heliopolis of Phoenicia (Baalbek in present-day Lebanon), was an idolater and led a licentious life. Being beautiful 
beyond telling, she had many lovers, and had acquired great riches. Yet brought to repentance by a monk named Germanus, and baptized by 
Bishop Theodotus, she distributed to the poor all her ill-gotten gains, and entered a convent, giving herself up completely to the life of asceticism. 
Her former lovers, enraged at her conversion, her refusal to return to her old ways, and the withering away of her beauty through the severe 
mortifications she practiced, betrayed her as a Christian to Vincent the Governor, and she was beheaded, according to some, under Trajan, who 
reigned from 98 to 117, according to others, under Hadrian, who reigned from 117 to 138. 
 

MARCH 2 HESYCHIUS THE MARTYR 
EPISTLE: I JOHN 3:9-22  GOSPEL:  MARK 14:10-42 

Holy martyr Hesychius lived during the reign of king Maximian in 302. He was the first and the leader in the royal palace and the Senate, because 
he was magistrianus by office. When Maximian ordered that all Christians who were royal soldiers ought to be deprived of their belts (which were 
a sign of their royal merit) and live as civilians and without honour, many Christians preferred to live without any outward honour due to this illegal 
order than to be honoured and lose their soul. St. Hesychius was numbered with these Christians as well. When the king heard this, he ordered 
that the saint ought to be stripped of the expensive clothes, which he used to wear, and be dressed with a shabby mantle without sleeves woven 
from hair and to be as disgraced and disdained as to consort with women. 
 
When this had been carried out, the king invited him and asked him: "Aren't you ashamed, Hesychius, that you lost the honour and office of 
magistrianus and that you have been debased to this kind of life? Or maybe you don't know that the Christians, whose way of life you preferred, 
have no power to restore you to your previous great honour and office?" The saint replied: "Your honour, o king, is temporary but the honour and 
glory which Christ gives is eternal and without end." Because of these words the king got angry and ordered his men to tie a great millstone 
around the saint's neck and then to throw him in the middle of river Orontus, which lies in Coele Syria and which is commonly called Oronge. 
Thus, the blessed man received the crown of martyrdom from the Lord. 
 

MARCH 2 OUR HOLY FATHER NICHOLAS PLANAS 
EPISTLE: I JOHN 3:9-22  GOSPEL:  MARK 14:10-42 

 Saint Nicholas Planas was born in 1851 A.D. on the island of Naxos in Greece. He was married as a teenager and soon after ordained to the 
diaconate and then the priesthood. His wife reposed soon after and so he assumed the burden of being a widowed father and a parish priest. He 
was known for his zeal in serving the liturgy, especially his habit of serving the Divine Liturgy every day for 50 years. Many altar boys would see 
him radiating light or raised off the ground while serving the liturgy. Being so revered by his parishioners, he became known as “Papa,” which is an 
affectionate term for a parish priest. Papa Nicholas reposed in 1932 and was formally canonized as a saint in 1992. 
 

MARCH 3 THE HOLY MARTYRS EUTROPIUS, CLEONICUS, AND BASILISCUS 
EPISTLE: I JOHN 3:21-24; 4:1-11 GOSPEL:  MARK 14:43-72; 15:1 

The Martyrs, who were from Amasia, were fellow soldiers and kinsmen of Saint Theodore the Tyro (see Feb. 17). They were betrayed to the 
Governor Asclepiodotus as Christians, during the reign of Diocletian (284-305). After many torments, Eutropius and Cleonicus were crucified; 



Basiliscus was not slain together with them, but was shut up in prison, in the hope that with time he might change his mind and sacrifice to the 
idols. He was beheaded on May 22; see also the account on that day. 
 

MARCH 4 GERASIMUS THE RIGHTEOUS OF JORDAN 
EPISTLE: II CORINTHIANS 4:6-15 GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 11:2-15 

This Saint, who was from Lycia in Asia Minor, lived there for many years as a hermit, and then went to Palestine. There he built the great Lavra by 
the Jordan River, where a lion served him with great obedience and devotion. One day the lion came looking for Gerasimus that he might feed 
him, but his disciples took the lion to the place where they had buried the Saint shortly before. The lion fell at the Saint's grave and, after roaring 
with grief, died at that very place. Saint Gerasimus reposed in 475. 
 

MARCH 5 CONON THE GARDENER 
EPISTLE: II JOHN 1:1-13 GOSPEL: MARK 15:20,22,25,33-41 

This saint lived during the reign of emperor Decius in 251. He came from the town of Nazareth. He left his hometown and went to the city of 
Mandron, in the province of Pamphylia. There he stayed at a place called Karmela or Karmena cultivating a garden which he used to water and 
plant with various vegetables. From this garden he obtained what is necessary for life. He had such an upright and simple mind that, when he met 
those who wished to arrest him and saw that they greeted him, he also greeted in return from the bottom of his soul and heart. When they told him 
that governor Publius called the saint to go to him, the saint answered with simplicity: "What does the governor need me, since I am a Christian? 
Let him call those who think the way he does and have the same religion with him." So, the blessed man was tied and brought to the governor, 
who tried to move him to sacrifice to the idols. But the saint sighed from the bottom of his heart, cursed the tyrant and confirmed his faith in Christ 
with his confession, saying that it is not possible to be moved from it even though he might be tortured cruelly. So, for this reason they nailed his 
feet and made the saint run in front of the governor's coach. But the saint fainted in the street. Having fallen on his knees, he prayed and, thus, he 
commended his holy soul to the hands of God. 
 

MARCH 5 MARK THE ASCETIC 
EPISTLE: II JOHN 1:1-13 GOSPEL: MARK 15:20,22,25,33-41 

Saint Mark the Ascetic lived in the fifth century and according to Nicephorus Callistus was a disciple of Saint John Chrysostom's. Besides his 
blameless life of asceticism, Saint Mark was distinguished for his writings, some of which are preserved in Volume One of the Philokalia. His 
writings were held in such great esteem that in old times there was a saying, "Sell all that thou hast, and buy Mark." 
 

MARCH 5 RIGHTEOUS FATHER MARK OF ATHENS 
EPISTLE: II JOHN 1:1-13 GOSPEL: MARK 15:20,22,25,33-41 

Of our righteous Fathers commemorated today, Saint Mark of Athens lived in the fourth century. Born in Athens of pagan parents, he believed in 
Christ, was baptized, and forsook the world, living the eremitical life in extreme privation in the deep wilderness beyond Egypt. His life is recounted 
by the monk Serapion, who found Mark in deep old age and about to depart this lfe, not having seen a man for ninety-five years. Serapion gave 
him burial after his blessed repose, even as Paphnutius had done for Saint Onuphrius (see June 12). 
 

MARCH 6 SATURDAY OF SOULS 
EPISTLE: I THESSALONIANS 4:13-17 GOSPEL: LUKE 21:8-9;25-27, 33-36 

Through the Apostolic Constitutions (Book VIII, ch. 42), the Church of Christ has received the custom to make commemorations for the departed 
on the third, ninth, and fortieth days after their repose. Since many throughout the ages, because of an untimely death in a faraway place, or other 
adverse circumstances, have died without being deemed worthy of the appointed memorial services, the divine Fathers, being so moved in their 
love for man, have decreed that a common memorial be made this day for all pious Orthodox Christians who have reposed from all ages past, so 
that those who did not have particular memorial services may be included in this common one for all. Also, the Church of Christ teaches us that 
alms should be given to the poor by the departed one's kinsmen as a memorial for him. 
 
Besides this, since we make commemoration tomorrow of the Second Coming of Christ, and since the reposed have neither been judged, nor 
have received their complete recompense (Acts 17:31; II Peter 2:9; Heb. 11:39-40), the Church rightly commemorates the souls today, and 
trusting in the boundless mercy of God, she prays Him to have mercy on sinners. Furthermore, since the commemoration is for all the reposed 
together, it reminds each of us of his own death, and arouses us to repentance. 
 

MARCH 6 42 MARTYRS OF AMORION IN PHRYGIA 
EPISTLE: I THESSALONIANS 4:13-17 GOSPEL: LUKE 21:8-9;25-27, 33-36 

These Martyrs, men of high rank in the Roman (Byzantine) army, were taken captive when the city of Amorion in Phrygia fell to the Moslem Arabs 
in 838, during the reign of Theophilus the Iconoclast. Among them were Aetius and Melissenus, the generals; Theodore, the chief of the imperial 
ceremonial bodyguard; Craterus, the eunuch; Callistus, Constantine, Bassoes, and Theophilius, who were military officials; and certain others who 
held important positions. Because of their experience in war and their virtue, the Moslems did not slay them, but tried by all means to convert them 
to Islam and have them to fight in their own campaigns. They kept the holy Martyrs shut up in a dark dungeon in the city of Samarra in Syria, 
threatening and abusing them, making promises of glorious rank and magnificent riches, keeping them in hunger, oppression, and darkness, not 
for a few weeks, or a few months, but for seven full years. Finally, unable to break the courage and faith of their captives, they beheaded them in 
the year 845. 



 
Please Observe the Government Mandates and Metropolitan’s Directives for Coronavirus 

Restrictions for your attendance at Services. 
 

SATURDAY, MARCH 6TH     
SATURDAY OF THE SOULS  

ORTHROS 9:00 A.M. DIVINE LITURGY 10:00 A.M. 
 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 7TH      
JUDGMENT SUNDAY 

ORTHROS 9:00 A.M. DIVINE LITURGY 10:00 A.M. 
 

Please join the Holy Trinity Family on the Website or Facebook for the Live 
streaming of the Sunday Services.  

Orthros 9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 10:00 am. 
To Attend Services at Holy Transfiguration Chapel  

in Elmwood Cemetery  
Please call the Church Office at: 773-622-5979 

For reservations 
Or  

Email: info@holytrinitychicago.com 
 

Due Covid19, it is imperative that parishioners strictly abide by the pandemic mandates 
for the Chapel.  

 Maximum attendance via reservations at 18. 
 Conformance to social distancing restrictions. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



STEWARDSHIP 2021 
 
Dear Holy Trinity Stewards, Parishioners and Friends, 
 
Stewardship is about giving as a way of thanking God for His grace and generosity. Giving is through our commitment of time, talent and treasure 
so that our Parish can continue to be here for each of us. We offer you our heartfelt thanks for your dedication to our beloved Holy Trinity and for 
your participation. 
 

 
 

 
To become a Steward, please visit us online at: www.holytrinitychicago.com/stewardship 
 

During this time away, you have the opportunity to maintain your monthly Stewardship Commitment. You can mail your check 
to our temporary office or pay online, through our website, via PayPal, Debit, or Credit Card.  
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Metropolitan Nathanael's Archpastoral Teachings 

  

  

Annual Archpastoral Teaching, 
On Life 

 

 

 

Starting in 2019, His Eminence Metropolitan Nathanael has begun offering an Archpastoral Teaching for the faithful of 
all ages and walks of life, and in all the ministries of the Church, to creatively apply the profound teachings of our faith in 
their lives. 

The Archpastoral Teachings draw from our faith's splendid treasury, including Holy Scripture, the writings of the saints, 
and the worship services. On Mercy (2019), explores the meaning of mercy within our Orthodox theological and spiritual 
tradition. It offers a variety of practical suggestions for ways to weave the theme of mercy into our everyday lives. On 
Life (2020), invites us to focus on what is always true, always right, always perfect—God’s love for us through His gift of 
life. The reader is called to protect and nurture the sacred gift of life in all its aspects.  

 

 
 
 
  
 



 



 

 



 

 

Our 2021 Fanari Winter Camp sessions are as follows: 

 Fanari Winter Camp | Junior GOYA (5th-8th Graders): February 26-March 1, 2020 [Pulaski Day 
Weekend] | $300/camper 

Registration opens Monday, November 9 @ 3pm | Only 40 spots open per session! 

 

 

 



Oratorical Festival 
The Saint John Chrysostom Oratorical and Fine Arts Festival is a longstanding tradition that provides a unique opportunity for our 
youth both to learn about their faith and to display their talents in the areas of Speech, Essay, Poetry, Iconography and Vocal Solo 
(new category as of 2019). Those who are successful at their individual parish festivals are invited to participate at the Metropolis 

Festival each spring. 

 

2021 Oratorical Festival 

 

 
With the blessings of His Eminence Metropolitan Nathanael, we are pleased to announce that the 38th Annual Saint John Chrysostom  
Oratorical and Fine Arts Festival will be held virtually on Bright Saturday, May 8, 2021. We are planning a day of spiritual celebration and fellowship for all in 
virtual attendance.  Please keep in mind the following important dates and information as you begin your preparations: 

 ANTICIPATED VIRTUAL FORMAT 
What we envision is having a very small number of Oratorical Committee members at the host parish, Saints Peter & Paul Greek 
Orthodox Church, 1401 Wagner Road, Glenview, Illinois, 60025, to introduce and judge the Speech and Vocal Solo categories on Bright Saturday. The 
participants in these categories will speak/sing from their homes or home parishes.  If technology allows, these entries will be presented through a live feed, with 
all family and friends able to watch.  If not, we will ask the participants to prerecord their entries, and we will present them during a later feed.  As in previous 
years, the Essay, Poetry and Iconography categories will be judged earlier that week.  After the Speech and Vocal Solo presentations on Bright Saturday, we 
hope to conclude with a separate virtual Awards Presentation for all five categories.  
  



NEW RULES REMINDER 
We are excited to remind our youth that they may participate in as many as two separate events at the Metropolis Festival. Also, the Festival is pleased to offer 
for a third year the category of Vocal Solo. The guidelines for these changes are contained in the Parish Information Packet here. We hope that these 
changes will welcome more of our youth to participate in the Festival.   
  

REGISTRATION 
Once again, we are asking that each Festival Participant and each Oratorical Chairperson submit their registration forms online through the Google 
Document links found on the Metropolis website at http://www.chicago.goarch.org/oratorical-festival.  Please note that these forms are different from those found 
on the Archdiocesan website.  
  
We prefer that the Oratorical Chairperson Registration Form be submitted as soon as possible so that we may contact you from time to time with important 
information. The deadline for submitting the Participant Registration Form is Monday, April 19, 2021.  
  

SUBMISSION DEADLINES 
All entries for Speech, Essay, Poetry, and Vocal Solo (Vocal Solo requires registration only), both Junior and Senior Divisions, must be submitted no later 
than Monday, April 19, 2021. These submissions must be sent electronically to oratoricalfestival@gmail.com. 
All entries for Iconography, both Junior and Senior Divisions, must be postmarked no later than Monday, April 19, 2021. These submissions must be sent by 
mail or hand delivery to Saint Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church, 7021-33 Hohman Avenue, Hammond, Indiana, 46324, ATTENTION: Audrey 
Polite/Oratorical Festival.    
Late submissions in any category will not be judged. 

 ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
Please take time to review through these documents below. We will provide more specific guidelines regarding the presentations for Speech and Vocal Solo 
categories as we draw closer to the event.  

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE: Lighthouse Camp for High 
School Seniors 

 
Registration Opens: February 17, 2021 

Camp Begins: June 26, 2021 - July 3, 2021 
Marquette University in Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

 
Lighthouse will be a week-long summer camp that will 
help high school seniors build a stronger sense of their 
identity and allow them to form relationships they need 
to transition into the next phase of their life - adulthood. 

 

 Fanari Lenten Retreat 
o The first-ever Fanari Lenten Retreat will take place at 7 parishes in 6 states of the Metropolis. Registration will open on Friday, 

February 12 at noon. All of the pertinent info is at www.fanari.camp/retreat 
o The flier is attached 
o For clergy children only: use the code “FLRCLERGY” for your discount code 

 Lighthouse Camp 
o Lighthouse will start its inaugural season June 26-July 3 at Marquette University. It is a camp for Graduating High School Seniors. All 

of the pertinent info is at: www.chicago.goarch.org/lighthouse 
o The flier is attached 
o For clergy children only: use the code “LHCLERGY” for your discount code 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



About the Assembly 
Please join us for the Metropolis of Chicago's biennial Clergy-Laity Assembly, where our ordained and lay leaders will 
come together to discuss and decide important matters affecting the life, growth, and unity of the Church, its ministries, 
finances, and philanthropic concerns. 

The Clergy-Laity Assembly affords us the opportunity to spend a few days together in worship and fellowship to 
exchange knowledge and ideas, share best practices and, ultimately, make informed decisions that benefit and further 
the mission of the Metropolis. 

Registration Information 

 

Registration will open online beginning in Spring 2021. More details to follow. 

  

Event Details 
 October 7, 2021 - October 10, 2021 
 Hilton St. Louis at the Ballpark | St. Louis, Missouri 
 (312) 736-2280 | contactus@chicagometropolis.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NEW VIDEOS FROM THE METROPOLIS OF CHICAGO  
 

  

  

Over 50 new videos containing spiritual nourishment from clergy, live discussions with Orthodox thought 
leaders led by Metropolitan Nathanael,  

and talks with ministry leaders. 
 

 

 

Once 4,000 public watch hours have been reached, YouTube's Nonprofit Program will allow 
the Metropolis of Chicago's Channel to fundraise for the COVID-19 Parish Relief Fund. 

 
Please invite friends and family to watch and subscribe! 

 

 

 
“Separate but United” 

 
 

A page, offering daily short essays or 
sermonettes   https://chicago.goarch.org/separate-but-united  AND offering some 

resources and links regarding COVID-19 
https://chicago.goarch.org/coronavirusresourcecenter 

 

Additional supplementary programs and activities are also available from the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese Department of Religious Education at: 
https://www.goarch.org/en/educators/churchschool  


